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Abstract

There has been a new trend for scholars who have paid much attention to
museums. This trend considers museums not only as functional institutions of
collection, education and exhibition, but also as important fields of symbolization,
cultural production and modernization; moreover, museums have been
characterized and understood via their special cultural expressions. Performance
space of museums is particularly the best test field to provide examination of
cultural meaning being created. From the perspective of museum ethnography
and various subjective and objective viewpoints of exhibition cutrators, docents,
volunteers and visitors, this paper will examine the special exhibition on “People
from Heavenly Blue and Earthly Red: Native Cultures of the American
Southwest” held in the National Museum of Natural Science together with
Museum of Texas Tech University, and attempt to rethink how the alien culture
is imagined, comprehended and reconstructed in a museum via the viewpoint of
anthropological theory. We find that, overlapping with each other and being
really located at a relatively dominated position, the cultural field of each
character has multiple interpretable, dialectical and logical relationships that may

provide references in developing diversified paths of museum practices.
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