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Abstract

Since 19th century, the development of museums had flourished all over the
world. Museums are considered the centre of the national and culture identity as
well as the demonstration of power among nations. The indication of a successful
museum requires not only the attentions from its society, but also to reflect
national culture policy. In recent years, the trends of museum development in
Taiwan also diversify in topics. The museums, established in the earlier time,
have followed the policy to meet the need of society in collection policy and
exhibition. However, some museums face the confliction between the identity
they represented and the located society. It reflects the identity dilemma of
Taiwan museums today. Culture and identity are the most important issues in
contemporary museums, and in Taiwan, the tension between those in museums
becomes apparent and political. In order to understand the complicity nature of
museum identity, this article focuses on the relationship between identity

development and modern museum.
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2 Arnold, Matthew, Ed., 1993. Culture and anarchy and other writings. p. 181.
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3 Thiesse, Anne-Marie , Ed., 2005. National Identities.Revisiting Nationalism, pp. 122-143.
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’ *Nations have an institutional dimension that is state-oriented-hence the notion of
‘nation-state’-, whereas nationalism is an ideology (an ‘ism’) which often claims the control
of a nation and/or promotes one's own identity against Others'. Its foundations, therefore, are
rooted in identity politics.’

 °It is an imagined political community-and imagined as both inherently limited and
sovereign.’
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? “sustained, frequent and precise communication between strangers involving a sharing of
explicit meaning, transmitted in a standard idiom and in writing when required.’
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' The kind of cultural homogeneity demanded by nationalism is one of them (options of
industrial society)...It is not the case, ..., that nationalism imposes homogeneity; it is rather
that a homogeneity imposed by objective, inescapable imperative eventually appears on the
surface in the form of nationalism.

" Cultural homogenization thus generates a new, national consciousness that Gellner calls
‘nationalism’
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'2 The identity checklist in fact constitutes the matrix of a nation's set of beliefs. p. 124.

13 Ethnography in the service of the nation’s archaeology, the formation of national languages,
national historiography, historical monuments, national folklore, the nationalisation of
nature, national territory as ancestral property, a modernity based on archaism.

4 Thiesse, A., 2005. National Identities — A Transnational Paradigm, p. 123.
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'3 Yet, and from the very beginning, Hooper-Greenhill argues, (Hooper-Greenhill, 1989) the
public museum was shaped into as an apparatus with two deeply contradictory functions:
‘that of the elite temple of the arts and that of a utilitarian instrument for democratic
education’ (Hooper-Greenhill, 1989: 63). To which, she contends, there was later added a
third function as the museum was shaped into an instrument of the disciplinary society.
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' reproduce themselves from generation to generation without conscious design, supervision,

surveillance or special nutrition.

'7 Though they have developed from the wild varieties. They possess a complexity and
richness, most usually sustained by literacy and by specialized personnel, and would perish
if deprived of their distinctive nourishment in the form of specialized institutions of learning
with reasonably numerous, full-time and dedicated personnel.
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'8 Bhabha, H. K., 1994. The social articulation of difference is a complex, on-going
negotiation that seeks to authorize cultural hybridities that emerge in moments of historical
transformation. The Location of Culture, p. 3. London: Routledge.
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