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Abstract

This article takes the case of conserving damaged and adhesion failure
artifacts at the National Palace Museum to discuss the degree that conservation
should intervene in order to serve the museum’s present conditions and practical
needs. The article begins with an analysis of the causes of degradation of
damaged artifacts, such as cracks and fragmentation on ceramics, adhesion
failure and chipping of wooden artifacts, followed by a case-by-case account of
the reasons and objectives for museum conservation. This research argues that in
addition to satisfying the priority of sustaining artifacts, conservation is required
to restore an artifact’s original functions based on its present condition, with

appropriate retouching and reconstruction from an aesthetic perspective.

Furthermore, with the development of the classification of museum
collections, categories such as archeology, fine arts, craftsmanship, anthropology,
natural history have emerged. Artifacts have also become associated with
different values, such as historical, religious, cultural, aesthetic and functional
values. From the perspective of conservation, these can be grouped into three
core values: historical, aesthetic and functional. This research argues that
ambiguous phrases such as “conserving the original appearance of old artifacts”
or “minimal intervention,” should not be used as the premise for conducting
conservation nor used in publishing study reports. Instead, museums should
strike a balance between historical, aesthetic and functional values through
research, negotiation and interpretation by professionals, which will further
determine the course of artifact conservation and highlight the core values of

different types of museums.
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3 Meier, E., IPE, The Wood Data Base. Retrieved February 1, 2020 from
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