EYIEESE 55 17 3] H 31~69 (201946 7))
Journal of Museum & Culture 17 : 31~69 (June, 2019)

K HAIBEESE]RE ¢
RATXRAILIEMBEHEBRERE R

= 1

RARE

Transformation and Reinterpretation:
The Aboriginal Taiwanese Exhibit at the Tokyo National
Museum

Cheng-Hao Tsai

BREEY - WEEYEE - ERER - R - HREUE - BE

Keywords: Imperial Museum, Taiwanese aborigines, exhibit, colonial rule,
decolonization.

VA FABR R EHIRE L URE R E
Associate research fellow, National Palace Museum
Email: daydream@npm.gov.tw
(#ZAZBM 120182 A 278 - HZFEAM 201955 A298)



32 Eiepee it 5178 2019 £ 6 °

TP

EYEEE Rz RF TSR RS HEAT ST HIE 24
FOUCHERE - RS - RonEBE EE T DA ~ #b R 230 - 240
BT AL GBI - R ER RS Al Y 2 R SRR AU
= o R AR E IR - TR R N E A & T HRAVRET IR (4 -
MBI B LR BRI UL R RS FEH A LY
BB At AR A 6 - AR MR E b BEakB % - EEEET -
IR R S R iR 2B R E RS HE e S =R 1A
AFAERY - R GHEE R BUG R ERVESE - [@YIEE S AV S > DL
FERFRERSIYIIEE - B2 - fEMPIREE R > SCIERIME
THALMEIEES - DIEE N HBIMNGR N EERBEIRAT S - £18Y)
BEIEFRRAL » AR R s VIR E 2 — » #EE R T oMt B - BLEEER
HEREHYSE = > BN A ABINE LR 2 [ > B FE HERHTEUA
LA o e 1923 FERIFCAMBER ARIVEESIRS - JILASE — i FOREIREL
TERERESE - SRR ERSYIAEE R o [EFEH 1968 FHEH
HHTEs  SCHEBARARRRERR » HEELL T 7 2 7 ORESUL ) B RS
sHRHI T BRIT R R ~ BREFESLY) - BEHHE > EERERY)
LA T AR iR > BT Ry S R SRR - I PR A e
FNERGH A  JE SRR A E AR R T R EREE R ER ST
JEESR @



BRR| A AT P S LR A AR E P eht P RONE T

Abstract

Museums use the spatial arrangement of exhibits that collect various kinds
of tangible and intangible natural and cultural heritage in order to preserve
historical memory. Through collections, exhibitions, and educational events,
museums present, elucidate, and transform such heritage. However, what may at
first glance appear to be a neutral educational institution is in fact a collection
bearing witness to national expansion in a specific socio-temporal context, and is
also a form of epistemological domination—the process of building and
exhibiting a museum collection does indeed implicate a colonizer—colonized
power relation. National museums are often used as symbols of national culture,
and the Tokyo National Museum (TNM) plays an integral role in Japan. The
TNM has opened up to the public its first-rate collection of Taiwanese aboriginal
artefacts donated by the Imperial Household, the Governor’s Office of Taiwan,
public and private institutions, and various collectors. This exhibit has evolved
along with changes in the Japanese political climate, successive TNM
administrations, and the gradual accumulation of additional exhibits. When the
TNM was first created, it would lend exhibits to exhibitions across Japan in an
effort to reflect Japan’s military might overseas and bring out a taste for the
exotic. With the TNM’s official opening, the Taiwanese aboriginal exhibit was
made part of its “Customs from Elsewhere” permanent exhibition, along with
exhibits on the Ainu and the Ryukyuan peoples, and placed in a room between
the Japanese and Foreign Cultures exhibition halls, an indication of the political
perspective of the time. With the damage to the main building in the Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923 and the change in the political climate after the Second
World War, Taiwanese aboriginal cultural relics were no longer included among
the permanent exhibits. However, with the opening of the Toyokan (Asian
Gallery) in 1968, they were returned to public exhibition, and in recent years a

Cultures of Asian Peoples section was set up in the Austronesian display,
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including the Tao and Paiwan peoples of Taiwan. This was also an opportunity to
remove the Taiwanese aboriginal artefacts from the framework of empire and
reposition them in the Austronesian context. By exploring the evolution of the
TNM’s perspectives, we can reflect on how we ourselves can more proactively

recognize and represent the diverse history of Taiwan’s aborigines.
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