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Abstract

This research discusses the heritagization process of a museum object and
examines how the Paiwan tribe, driven by new identity formation and the
restoration of traditional order, combines local knowledge to re-interpret objects
inherited from their ancestors. In 2015, the Museum of Anthropology, National
Taiwan University submitted a double-sided Carved ancestral post to the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs for review, consulted the source community, and
participated in its designations as a national treasure. After the designation, a
Paiwan traditional sworn siblinghood ceremony was held between and Piwan
tribe and NTU. Both sides kept the exchange relationships after the ceremony. In
this process of heritagization, the Paiwan community members have made use of
this context as resources for the cultural performance and political practice, while
the museums’ open-access collections and community participation make the
museum to become a more dynamic cultural field. The case may also provide

different meanings for discussing repatriation from local perspectives.
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