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Abstract

Community Museum Project (CMP) founded in Hong Kong in 2002 is a

LEINT3

non-profit cultural collective. The terms “community”, “museum” and “project”
are intrinsically contradictory. A museum usually caters to and collects "elite"
culture which is the opposite of indexing the lives of ordinary people; "museum"
connotes permanence while a “project” suggests flexibility, temporality and
variability; and a “community” grows organically while a “project” is developed

under careful planning. By juxtaposing these terms together, the name
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“Community Museum Project” prompts a barrage of questions. Thinking through
these contradictions, how does the collective posit itself? How is this “museum”
different from the concept of the museum as it is generally understood? As far as
their dictum “museum as a method” is concerned, what are the advantages and
disadvantages of the methodology that the collective deploys? Does this process
help revitalising a community, or does it indeed turn the dynamics of everyday
life into the piece specimen? Is it collecting and exhibiting history, or, making
history? Does it pay tribute to the museum system, or does it bring forth
institutional critique? This paper will take three projects by CMP, namely,
‘Objects of Demonstration’, ‘Street as Museum-Lee Tung Street’, and ‘In Search
of Marginalized Wisdom: Sham Shui Po Craftspeople’ to critically discuss their
methodology on two levels, theory and practice. I assert, in this paper, that the
naming of CMP constitutes both the problematics the collective is addressing,
and, its mission, method and scope. I further argue that the ‘museum as a
method’ that CMP proposes could be a way of rethinking the museum as an
institution of critique while, at the same time, providing other perspectives to

understanding the relationship between museum and society today.
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