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Abstract

Motivations are triggers that lead people to act on salient needs. Understanding
motivations is important as it discovers the underlying reasons why people
choose to visit museums and galleries. This research explores the motivations of
museum visitors; the Taipei Fine Arts Museum was chosen as the target museum
and a sample of 296 people were collected. A motivational scale built around
three factors escapism, social and family interaction, and learning, explained
74.665 % of variance. Escapism, the core motivation, explained 25.730 % of
variance. The findings yield important implications for practitioners. Visitors to
museums and galleries seek leisure experiences which offer them relaxation,
enjoyment, comfort, and social and family interaction. The time has come for
museums and galleries to offer a full leisure and entertainment experience and to
promote themselves as places for exploration and entertainment, as well as

education and learning.
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