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Abstract

According to the Gender Inequality Index (GII) by United Nations
Development Program, Singapore often rank first in Asia since 2010, while the
country has also established a set of gender discourse in its governance and
cultural policy. The museum, being a cultural institution, is one of the
mechanisms that represent gender of a nation using historical memories and
cultural heritages. What female images does the National Museum of Singapore
(NMS) represent? What roles do those female images play in the “Story of

Singapore”?

This research takes the “Story of Singapore” gallery of the NMS as its case
study, and aims to discern what female images are exhibited and how NMS
responds to contemporary gender equality claims, while adhering to the
Singaporean identity. It is discovered that the “Story of Singapore” represents
female stories from different social class and walks of life, overturning the
tradition that women are either invisible or situated at home. However, women
are still displayed on the Personal Path, which demonstrates a strong sense of
privacy and focus on clothing. Moreover, most female images in the exhibition
have shown support for family and national values, which emphasize on
diligence and national spirit by the Singapore government. The conclusion will
perceive the limits and potentials of representing female in museums, through

reflecting the exhibited female images of NMS and its implications.
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1 Singapore 360° 6 Emporium 9  Modern Times
1820s-1860s: 1900-1940s:
2 Temasek 6a Tan Tock Seng 9a Schools and Textbooks
14%-15" Centuries: 6b Syed Omar Aljunied 8b A New Generation
2a The Singapore Stone 8¢ William Read 9c  Chettiar Nachiappan
2b Bukit Larangan 9d Rene Onraet and
(The Forbidden Hill) 7 Port-city the Special Branch
2c  The River Settlement 1870s-1990s: 9e Eunos Abdullah
2d - Sejarah Melayu 7a BP de Silva 9f Cracks in the Empire
b William Pickering 9g Paostcards and Permits
3 Sejarah Singapura 7c  Conflicts on the Streets Sh Women's Corner
7d Poor Lives 9i Schoolgirl Days
4 Arrival of the British 1819 Te Funeral Hearse of 9] Sophia Blackmore
R Tan Jiak Kim gk A Life in Revue
5  Settlement 7f At the Crossroads 9 May Wong
1819-1824: 7g Mems and their Servants 9m Amahs
5a Munshi Abdullah 7h Rickshaw Singapore
5b  Sultan Hussein 7t Chasing the Dragon 10 Fortress
Sc  William Farquhar 7§ Karayuki-san 1941-1942:
5d Stamford Raffles 10a Flag
' 8  Portraits of British 10b Bicycles

Colonial Governors. 10¢ Video Film Projection
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